SW1 Vo-kool Biography 

Live Performer / Vocalist / Song  Writer / singer / MC / Producer

Growing up, I wanted to do other things that I was interested in although I was a natural when it came to the stage. I was a credable self-tort Artist Academic and dancer. Due to the pulling of Sound Systems like Mark Dean of (Sonic 5). Who as well as having their own Sound System vocalists DJ’s & Musicians in their crew they had some of the tuffest dancers MC’s and Singers to come out of the Midlands. They use to put on events back in the day up there and people like DJ SS and the Formation Crew would pass through. In those dances they played all kinds of music as well as having R&B vocalist and Hip-Hop outfit with some tuff Beat Box Guys. This environment influenced me immensely and meant my options were wide open. As well as all this they have their own Radio Station Inspiration FM.

In 1991 I moved to London after travelling backwards and forward see my brother who was involved supporting other friends in the music scene he pulled me into the hardcore Rave scene due to being integrally part of DJ Peshay & MC Rages Crew. We went all over the place espially Desire 2000 A.D. Which they were both resident at. Tasco Warehouse, The Island Ilford Roller Express etc, “What a wicked Vibe.” I also got to meet Bizzie B, “What a visionary.” we followed Peshay & MC Rages down to Leyton where he had one of his nights. Wicked that when I saw the full potential of this Jungle “Thing” Bizzie had like up his music with live Video while he controlled the whole thing from a desk with all kinds of electrical gadgetry. Out of this whole the man a Genius that was a mind bloweing experience. Remember this was back in 91/92. m “T” also took me to local venues around that time. Where U.S. Garage DJ’s Bobby & Steve, Chrisie T, Dean Sovonne all formerly of the original (Kiss FM line up) and Scot Sovonne who has played along side Carl Cox back in the day. They use to put on wicked nights. Called Club Grooves which they collaborated with Kiss FM and held at the famous Island Venue ilford also known for hosting numerous Jungle Raves. Like Slamming Vinyl & Desire 2000 AD. As I was to find out once again a lot of the London scenes best known Artist came out of the east end of London. Like SL2 Slip Mat and Lime (On a Ragga Tip and weighing my Brain the first ever-rave hard core chart toppers in the U.K. Devious D JJ (SL2) MC MC, MC Duke and numerous others. Due to being in this environment I knew it was a matter of time before some thing important happen. “T” while having a social drink introduced me to The original JBL who he was trying to organise a collaboration wit. While I talked I mention that I was a singer, “T” looked over at me to say that’s the first time I heard about this. 

When I got back to his place a showed him what I was working on, and in some way I really wanted to know what he thought because he was the one that was always singing at home and he has been writing since he was 7 yrs old. He looked at me and just said well take the rains now. I like what your doing and your good. He wanted me to link with JBL for a new concept that He was working on. 

During this time he was talking to Freaky Reidy, about getting some ideas laid down. there and then. He sanction a stamp of approval for me to get deeper involved with JBL, and his home studio productions. 

I wrote a Jungle tune around that time that time and sang it over an old Jungle tune off one of the Old skool compliation Albums. I dubbed over and sang the lyrics live on a cassett player and linked up with JBL. I  played it to him and he liked. This led to me laying down some of my lyrics on JBL and another excellent home Studio producer work called Shaun Stanley of Tek Disc Productions, “T” loved it and said that there is this Big Charity event in Camden’s Club WKd coming up. He said I would like you to do the same song but with a Jazz feel. He was trying to show me that the same track with a jazzie tempo would work. I had no idea that he was trying to test a theory so being flexible I said yes I can do it, although it was a bit of a challenge. Then he said there are some very goods musicians there that can play anything give them an idea of what you want to do and see if they can follow you. 

Failing that, do it as it is I think people will like it any way. I did and it went down a treat. This got back to JBL and he gave me the opportunity to free style over all his events Soul Jungle drum and Bass U.S. Garage and Speed Garage. Despite every thing he knew that the Heart of what I was doing had soul and he always encourage me to sing as much as I could rather than free style and MC. It didn’t stop there Shaun Stanley liked my voice which resulted in me doing a lot of material with him many Soul R&B and Jungle D’n’B. He have produced many tracks over the years and his first Album will be out in the next few months called the waitings over, I can’t wait. 

I have played on several live events and live win radio singing contests. Many of my demo’s have been played on the UK Pressure by Kirk Anthony of Choice FM, “Nuff Respect!. As well as doing radio Jingles for JBL’s nights and events at the in Ilford Essex. I have also done many adverts for Inspiration Fm. In the last 5 yrs I have performed at a Promotion called Education for TUT Promotions which is a night of live Drum and Bass and with guess DJ’s & MC’s known in the scene. 

I’m still writing and trying to get myself out there but music is a very changeable art form and it has been a battle to get myself out there and remembered for what I love doing. Not being old but knowledgeable with in the music scene is something that I have to rationalise with every day. There is a lot of talent out there and it’s not really a matter of how hard or should I say how much harder your going to or are prepared to work. There is a high element of good fortune, luck and fait involved. Being in the right place at the right time counts for everything. “Believe”.  If there is one thing I can say, that I am even more fortunate to have is a host of people around me that come from the music scene to inspire and show me a true direction and focus in my career. 
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