Wizard B – Biography

Wizard B was surrounded by music from an early age, there was always something being played in the house from blues, soul and reggae to classical music. At the age of five Wizard was enrolled in piano lessons, soon to be followed by his younger sister. His parents thought it would be a good idea for him to be able to play a musical instrument.

Although Wizard became quite good at the piano the classical music he was learning didn’t really interest him. Having heard ‘The Message’ by ‘Grandmaster Flash & The Furious Five’ on one of his fathers cassettes he became interested in this new music called Hip-Hop. At this time other kids at his school were also getting into Hip-Hop, and along with his friends Wizard started breakdancing. This was the real beginning of Wizard’s journey into the world of music.

From learning about the Hip Hop scene Wizard became interested in becoming a DJ, primarily because of his fascination with scratching. At the age of 13 Wizard saved up and bought a mixer and then persuaded his parents to get him a pair of belt-drive Technics turntables for Christmas. He had already been building up his record collection which consisted mainly of Hip Hop, but also some House singles and a few R&B tunes. When Wizard got his turntables he spent all of his spare time learning how to scratch and taught himself how to mix. By the age of 14 Wizard had hooked up with two MC’s that he had met up at school and began recording Hip Hop tunes. He had started to find out where the original breaks in his favourite tunes had come from and began buying old soul and funk records which he used to produce his early tunes.

Having been a regular visitor to a local youth centre, Wizard met up with a DJ known as JBL who was part of a crew called ‘Solar Force’ which included Buzby and Devious D. Just before Wizards 15th birthday JBL gave him the opportunity to play a short set at one of the events being held at the youth centre. This was his first time DJ-ing in front of a crowd, after this he occasionally played at other ‘Solar Force’ events. Although Wizards main music was Hip Hop, times were changing and along with the other DJ’s he knew he began playing Hardcore. In 1992 Wizard went to ‘Raveworld’ at the Tasco warehouse in Plumstead where he was given the opportunity to play the warm up set in the main room and also an hour set in the chillout room.

Wizard has always been into producing his own music and in 1991 he bought a Casio sampling keyboard. He used this to lay down beats and experiment with different sounds. While at University Wizard stopped DJ-ing but continued producing music, he was now using the computers which he was building. Wizard often visited JBL who had been building a studio of his own and learnt about various production techniques. Through JBL, Wizard was introduced to T who has also helped guide his musical career.

Currently Wizard B DJ’s at Liquid Bar, Ilford playing Hip Hop, R&B, Garage and Jungle / DnB. He has also played at Education & Reclamation events.

